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MANIFESTO 2025 RIO ETHICAL FASHION

Driving a Responsible, Fair and
Regenerative Fashion

On October 9, 2025, Rio Ethical Fashion, Latin
America’s first International Forum on Fashion and
Sustainability, brought together 480 participants —
including experts, entrepreneurs, designers, students,
educators, academics, opinion leaders, and civil
society representatives — to reaffirm the commitment
to unite fashion and sustainability.

Fashion is a powerful driver of cultural transformation.
Approximately 1.3 million people are directly
connected to Brazil's textile and apparel chain, along
with more than 400,000 individual micro
entrepreneurs working within this ecosystem. Unlike
many other countries, Brazil has a complete
production chain that offers real potential for
integrated, structural solutions.

This manifesto is a collective call for a just transition in
fashion toward sustainability and equity throughout
the entire value chain. It consolidates ten guiding
principles that emerged from the discussions held
during this gathering, where public and private sector
actors from Brazil and abroad exchanged ideas and
contributed to the development of these
recommendations.
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l ZERO DEFORESTATION

Given that land use remains the largest source of greenhouse
gas emissions in Brazil, forest preservation and restoration
must be central to the fashion agenda. As a sector of cultural
and economic influence, fashion can inspire forest protection,
strengthen a vision of well-being, and promote a competitive

international strategy. To achieve this, companies must set
measurable goals aimed at eliminating deforestation in their
supply chains and ensure complete traceability from raw
material to final product.

2 OVERCOMING THE EXTRACTIVIST PARADIGM

The economic model that prioritizes growth at any cost as a
measure of success must be transformed. Fashion plays a
key role in this shift by reducing overproduction and
consumerism, investing in regenerative systems that restore
ecosystems rather than exploit them, establishing
collaborative commitments across the value chain, and
ensuring fair compensation for raw materials while valuing
practices that protect natural resources.

3 FAIR SUPPLY CHAINS AND TRACEABILITY

The fashion industry continues to face challenges related to
labor exploitation and unfair value distribution. To ensure that
this network prospers both socially and economically, it is
essential to guarantee traceability across all production
processes, provide fair wages and safe working conditions,
strengthen the role of family farmers, producer cooperatives,
and artisans, and regulate activities that remain informal.
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4 RESPONSIBLE CULTIVATION OF TEXTILE FIBERS

Agricultural practices that respect the land, reduce pesticide
use, and promote biodiversity must replace the prevailing
monoculture model. This includes investing in agroecological
and naturally colored cotton, promoting technical training for
new producers, ensuring fair prices that reflect environmental
care, empowering women in rural communities, and fostering
genuine and lasting relationships throughout the supply
chain.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION FOR

SUSTAINABILITY

Brazil has the potential to become a global hub for
regenerative solutions. Positioning Brazilian fashion at the
forefront of this transformation requires developing solutions
inspired by natural cycles, investing in innovative
biomaterials, reducing the use of fossil-based fibers, adopting
low-impact dyeing technologies, and building partnerships
among innovation centers, entrepreneurs, and brands
capable of scaling these practices.

6 CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND TEXTILE WASTE

Clothing and footwear continue to be produced and
discarded in excessive quantities, often without proper
destination. To change this reality, the Brazilian fashion sector
must reimagine circular models, align with the National
Circular Economy Plan, expand the second-hand market, and
fairly recognize and compensate seamstresses, who are
essential to circularity.
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7 REGENERATIVE BIOECONOMY WITH ANCESTRY

The bioeconomy values and integrates ancestral knowledge
from Indigenous peoples and traditional communities,
merging innovation with biodiversity. To make this knowledge
transformative, it is necessary to preserve Brazil's cultural and
fashion heritage, recognize Indigenous and traditional
communities as protagonists of their practices, establish
long-term and equitable partnerships, and ensure the fair
distribution of generated benefits.

TRANSFORMATIVE NARRATIVES ON FASHION AND

ACTIVISM

Fashion has the power to tell new stories about our
relationship with nature — stories of interdependence rather
than separation. Brands can serve as platforms for activism
and engagement, driving profound cultural change. This
requires strengthening the educational and communicative
role of fashion, grounding narratives in research and reliable
data, introducing sustainable fashion into educational
institutions, and ensuring transparent communication free
from greenwashing.

TRANSFORMATION

9 DESIGN FOR SOCIAL AND TERRITORIAL

Design is inherently political. Without acknowledging its
political nature, it is impossible to build consistent paths
toward a more responsible and circular fashion industry. It is
therefore crucial to place socially transformative design at
the center of fashion strategies, integrate the aesthetic and
embodied knowledge of communities, engage them as co
creators in the design process, and challenge colonial design
methodologies by proposing more horizontal and
collaborative alternatives.
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CRAFTSMANSHIP AS A TOOL FOR RECONNECTION
IN TIMES OF HYPERCONSUMPTION

Handcrafted production is a regenerative practice that
challenges the logic of disposability and nurtures meaning
and purpose. To value this practice, it is essential to recognize
craftsmanship as a form of Brazilian luxury that preserves
territory and ancestral knowledge, focus production on
quality, guarantee fair pay for artisans, create opportunities
for market access in Brazil and abroad, and invest in training
and capacity building for artisans and craft communities.

ACTING FOR THE CLIMATE THROUGH FASHION

Fashion now stands at a decisive crossroads. The industry
must slow its exponential pace in pursuit of immediate results
and embrace transformation guided by quality, longevity,
and purpose. Producing better, longer-lasting garments and
adopting circular production and consumption models are
key to building a low-carbon economy. The encouragement
of overconsumption must give way to stronger regulation, the
reduction of social and environmental impacts, and the
development of public policies that promote circularity and
address social, racial, and gender inequalities.

As a strategic economic sector, our mission is to contribute to
Brazil's greenhouse gas reduction goals — ambitions that the
country aims to lead at COP30 in Belem.
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